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A  GENUINE 

ACCOUNT,  &c. 

I 

Ranfaftions  relating  to  the  late 
Brigantine,  the  Nightingale ,  from 
the  Time  of  her  being  tranfported 
from  Efquire  Benjon’s  Quay  or 
Wharf,  to  the  Time  of  her  fuftaining  an 
unforefeen  Accident  by  Fire,  and  on  to  the 

Time  of  my  protefting. 

\  v  ,  , 

To  wit. 

Some  Time  in  April  1752,  the  Pilot,  pur- 
fuant  to  Efquire  Bsnfon' s  Order,  delivered 
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by  me  the  Matter  of  the  faid  Veffel }  tranf- 
ported  her  from  Efquire  Benfon's  Wharf  to 
Inflow  Quay  in  order  to  be  caulk’d,  and  to 
have  what  was  neceffary  done  to  her  by  the 
Carpenter  for  a  Voyage  to  Maryland. 

She  continued  at  Inflow  Quay  until  fhe 
was  compleated  by  the  Carpenter,  and  for 
fome  Time  after,  when  I  received  Orders 
from  the  faid  Gentleman  to  tranfport  her  to 
Boathide  in  the  Port  of  Biddeford)  which  was 
fome  Time  in  June  following. 

When  I  alfo  received  Orders  to  get  the 
Veffel  rig’d,  the  Hold  in  order  for  Salt,  &c, 
and  to  get  a  Platform  made  for  the  Recep¬ 
tion  of  Felons,  which  were  then  expedted 
from  Exeter  Goal. 

After  the  Veffel  being  rig’d,  ,  and  the 
Hold,  See.  in  Order,  took  on  board  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Salt,  (about- Five  Hundred  Bufhels) 
Water  and  Provilions  of  every  Kind  necef- 
fary  for  a  V oyage  to  Maryland. 

We  alfo  took  on  board  at  Boathide ,  great 
Part  of  her  Cargo,  meaning  Bale  Goods,  and 
Goods  in  Calk,  See.  Sec. 

From 
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From  thence  I  received  Orders  to  tranf- 
port  the  faid  Veflel  into  the  Pool  in  the 
Port  of  Barnjlaple.  A  Place  where  almoft 
every  Ship  bound  Foreign,  ride  at  Anchor 
to  wait  for  a  fair  Wind  ;  during  our  Stay 
there,  which  was  but  fhort,  we  took  on 
board  the  Remainder  of  our  Cargo,  Provi- 
fions,  and  every  Thing  neceflary  for  the 
Voyage. 

And  on  Luefday  the  28th  of  July  1752, 
fail’d  from  thence  in  order  to  purfue  my 
intended  Voyage  to  Maryland ;  but  the 
Wind  beginning  to  blow  very  hard  from 
the  Weftward  on  Thurjday  about  Noon,  I 
anchor’d  in  the  Road  of  Lundy ,  thinking  it 
more  advifeable,  than  to  bear  up  for  King- 
road,  or  fome  Port  in  the  Briftol  Channel, 
which  I  muft  have  inevitably  done.  In  the 
faid  Road  of  Lundy  I  continued  until  Satur¬ 
day,  the  Wind  ftill  blowing  hard  from  the 
Weftward. 

During  my  Stay  there,  I  am  charged 
with  difcharging  the  Cargo ;  but  to  the 
contrary,  nothing  was  difcharged  diredtly  or 
indiredtly  out  of  the  faid  VefTel,  but  a  Wo¬ 
man  Servant,  named  Ann  Stoar-,  fhe  being 
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a  very  ufeful  Woman,  and  one  that  under¬ 
stands  to  make  Rabbit  Nets  j  and  as  that 
Ifland  affords  a  great  Number  of  Rabbits,  I 
was  ordered,  if  I  could  conveniently,  to  call 
at  the  Ifland  and  leave  her. 

Saturday ,  Augujl  j,  failed  from  thence  a- 
bout  Eight  o’Clock  in  the  Morning,  Wind 
North  North  ^Veft  j  I  continued  to  purfue 
my  Voyage,  but  towards  Night  but  little, 
and  fometimes  calm. 

Sunday ,  Augujl  2,  Wind  came  to  the 
Weftward,  but  not  fo  hard  as  to  prevent 
my  carrying  all  the  Sails,  but  made  but  lit¬ 
tle  Progrefs  on  our  Voyage. 

Monday ,  Augujl  3,  1752.  The  Wind  ftill 
continued  to  blow  from  the  Weftward,  but 
for  the  greateft  Part  of  the  twenty  four 
flours,  calm  and, foggy. 

About  One  o’Clock  P.  M.  as  I  was  going 
down  into  the  Cabbin  to  take  off  and  work 
that  Day’s  Journal,  I  perceived  a  prodigious 
Smoak  proceed  from  out  of  the  main  Hold  ; 
I  went  immediately  on  Deck,  and  to  the 
Place  where  the  Convids  were  '  confined. 


m 

imagining  they  might  have  contrived  to 
have  had  fome  Fire  conveyed  them,  but 
they  declared  they  had  none,  but  were  al- 

moft  choak’d  with  Smoak. 

*  * 

I  then  went  immediately  and  rofe  the 
Tarpauling  or  covering  of  the  main  Hatches, 
and  the  Flame  afcended  in  my  Face :  We 
had  then  no  other  Chance  for  our  Lives 
but  to  get  out  our  Boat,  which  we  did  with 
the  utmoft  Expedition,  but  in  cutting  the 
Lathings  of  the  Boat,  one  of  the  Sailors 
unfortunately  threw  the  Axe  into  his  Leg, 
which  rendered  him  ufelefs.  We  ufed  all 

J-  '  i  \  *  ' 

poflible  Means  to  extinguifh  the  Fire,  but 
all  proved  vain  and  ineffectual ,  it  made 
fuch  quick  Progrefs  ;  fo  that  we  were  then 
obliged  to  betake  ourfelves  to  our  Boat,  not 
having  Time  or  Opportunity  to  take  any 
Kind  of  Provifions  whatfoever  for  a  Sup¬ 
port;  and  not  knowing  how  long  we  fhould 
continue  in  that  melancholy  Situation,  being 
at  the  fame  Time  in  the  Boat  twenty-four 
Perfons. 

» 

f 

#  .  .  <  f 

After  being  in  the  Boat  about  one  Hour 
and  half,  we  were  providemially  taken  up  by 
Capt,  George  Nicholfon ,  the  Charming  Nancy , 
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of  and  from  Philadelphia ,  for  Dublin .  When 
I  came  on  board,  I  defired  the  Captain  of 
the  faid  Veflel  to  bear  down  on  the  Ship  on 
Fire,  that  we  might  endeavour  to  extin- 
guifh  it ;  having  then  a  greater  Number  of 
Men  ;  the  Captain  very  readily  agreed  to  it, 
and  ordered  the  Man  at  the  Helm  to  fleer 
for  the  Ship  on  Fire ;  until  afking  me  what 
fhe  was  loaden  with,  and  whether  there  was 
any  Gunpowder  on  board  or  not,  I  told 
him  there  were  two  fmall  Calks,  h§  imme¬ 
diately  order’d  his  Ship  to  be  kept  by  the 
Wind  from  the  Ship  on  Fire  j  and  alfo  told 
me  he  would  not  bear  down  on  her  for  Five 
Thoufand  Pounds,  which  was  his  Expref- 
flon.  Immediately  after  we  faw  the  Main- 
maft  fall  by  the  Board,  and  the  Ship  in  one 
continued  Blaze,  occafioned  by  the  Gun¬ 
powder. 

I  continued  on  board  the  faid  Ship  with 
my  Crew  and  Convifts,  about  three  or  four 
Hours,  when  the  Endeavour  Brigantine, 
Capt.  William  Cook,  belonging  to  Clovelly, 
bound  to  Millford  Haven ,  came  up  to  us  by 
perceiving  the  Fire,  and  hail’d  the  Ship  I 
was  then  on  board,  and  alk’d  what  was  the 
Ship  on  Fire ;  the  Captain  reply ’d,  ’Twas 

the 


the  Nightingale ,  John  Lancey,  Mailer,  from 
Biddeford,  bound  to  Maryland.  I,  the  faid 
Mafter,  well  knowing  Capt.  Cook,  defired 
him  to  take  me  and  the  Crew,  &c.  on  board, 
which  he  very  readily  did ;  having  but  little 
Wind  the  remaining  Part  of  that  Day  and 
Night,  that  we  faw  the  Fire  until  Two 
o’Clock  the  luefday  Morning,  but  burnt  to 
the  Surface  of  the  Water. 

/  v  v  .  T*-  r  *  * 


Tuefday ,  Auguft  4.  The  Wind  came  to 
the  Northward,  fo  that  we  could  not  obtain 
Millford  Haven  without  fome  Difficulty ; 
and  having  a  Number  of  miferable  Wretches 
on  board,  and  not  knowing  what  I  (hould 
do  with  them  when  I  came  to  Millford ,  I 
prevailed  on  the  Captain  to  carry  us  to  the 
Road  of  Clovelly ;  where  we  arrived  on 
Wednefday  the  5th,  about  Eight  o’Clock  in 
the  Morning. 

When  I  agreed  with  a  Man  for  his  Boat, 
to  carry  me,.  Crew,  and  Convids  into  the 
Port  of  Barnflaple  j  where  we  arrived  the 
fame  Day  about  Two  o’Clock  in  the  After¬ 
noon. 

I  thought  it  was  then  my  Duty  to  deliver 
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the  Convids  to  my  Merchant  Efquire  Benfoti , 
which  I  accordingly  did ;  and  alfo  acquaint¬ 
ed  him  of  the  unfortunate  Accident  that  had 
happen’d  to  his  Ship,  for  which  he  expref- 
fed  a  very  great  Concern. 

Lhurlday  6.  I  went  with  John  Lloyd , 
Mate,  Anthony  Metherell ,  fecond  Mate,  and 
James  Bather ,  Boatfwain,  to  Biddeford ,  to 
proteft  before  Narciffiis  Mather  ley,  Publick 
Notary ;  where  we  were  all  duly  admitted 
and  fworn,  and  there  figned  the  Proteft, 
which  was  then  about  Five  o’Clock  in  the 
Afternoon. 

We  had  been  then  in  Mr.  Hatherley' s  the 
Publick  Notary’s  Houfe,  about  two  and  a 
half  or  three  Hours,  when  he,  the  faid 
Publick  Notary,  faid  in  the  Hearing  of  us 
all,  that  he  could  not  get  it  drawn  on  Stamp 
that  Night,  but  would  in  the  Morning,  and 
fend  it  to  my  Houfe ;  which  he  accordingly 
did,  and  further  faid,  That  ’twas  neceflary 
we  fhould  fign  the  Stamps,  which  was  done 
the  next  Day  myfelf,  John  Lloyd ,  Chief, 
and  Anthony  Metherell,  fecond  Mate  ;  but 
James  Bather  the  Boatfwain  did  not  come 
in  order  to  fign  it,  until  Saturday  the  8th, 

about 
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about  Eight  o’clock  in  the  Morning;  at 
which  Time  I  happened  to  be  at  Home: 
Bather  told  me  his  Bufinefs  to  my  Houfe 
was,  to  lign  the  Proteft  again,  purfuant  to 
Mr,  Hatherley  the  Publick  Notary’s  Order, 
which  accordingly  he  did  ;  notwithftanding 
he  has  fince  fworn  he  was  drunk  the  Day 
he  protefted,  and  the  next  Day  recanted 
(which  was  Friday )  if  fo,  why  did  he  freely 
and  voluntarily  on  the  Saturday  above,  re¬ 
peat  what  he  had  before  done  at  Bidde- 
ford ?  He  alfo  told  me,  that  he  was  going 
to  Sea  in  a  Veflel  belonging  to  MelT.  Chappels , 
commanded  by  John  Sloley,  which  would 
fail  foon,  and  in  all  Probability  he  faid  he 
might  not  have  an  Opportunity  of  calling, 
if  he  had  omitted  calling  then. 

As  I  had  no  immediate  Employ,  nor  could 
expert  any  until  the  Seafon  of  the  Year 
came  for  fending  Ships  Abroad ;  I  fpent  the 
greateft  Part  of  my  Time  at  Home,  and  in 
the  Neighbourhood  without  Moleftation  : 
On  Wednefday  the  26th  of  Augufl  175 2,  (a 
very  remarkable  Day  of  bad  Weather,  by 
which  a  great  Number  of  Ships  perifhed  in 
the  Briftol  Channel,  See.)  the  Chief  Mate, 
John  Lloyd ,  told  me  he  had-  been  at  For- 

C  ring  ton, 
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rington ,  were  he  was  informed  that  Bather 
was  gone,  or  going  to  Exeter  to  lodge  an 
Information  againft  me  for  the  wilful  De- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Nightingale. 

The  Anfwer  I  made  Lloyd  was,  that  my 
Innocence  was  my  Prote&ion,  and  I  could 
not  entertain  fo  bad  an  Opinion  of  Bather , 
nor  did  I  believe  he  was  capable  of  fwearing 
a  Thing  fo  foreign  from  his  Knowledge; 
but  I  faid,  if  Mankind  would  be  fo  vil¬ 
lainous  (which  I  then  thought  impoffible) 
’twas  not  in  my  Power  to  prevent  ’em,  nor 
would  I  fecrete  myfelf  a  Minute  on  the  Oc- 
cafton.  • 

«.  *  4  '*  .  * 

But  on  Saturday  the  29th  to  my  great 
Surprize,  what  before  I  could  hardly  fug¬ 
ged:,  I  found  to  be  true,  as  I  was  coming 
from  Apple  dor  e,  and  going  to  Northam. 
About  Twelve  o’Clock  I  met  Mr.  Thomas 
Nett  (a  Con  liable  of  the  Parilb  of  Northam) 
and  with  him  a  Stranger,  who  I  afterwards 
found  to  be  the  Sheriff  of  Exeter's  Bailiff, 
who  afk’d  fome  neceflary  Queftions  on  the 
Occtlion,  fuch  as  my  Name,  he.  and  told 
me  my  Boatfwain,  who  was  then  at  Exon, 
and  had  lodg’d  an  Information  againft  me 

for 
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for  deftroying  the  Brigantine  Nightingale, 
with  an  Intent  to  defraud  the  Infurers;  and 
that  he  had  brought  a  Warrant,  which  the 
Conftable  then  had  to  execute  to  apprehend 
me  and  the  Ship’s  Crew. 

They  carried  me  to  the  Swan  Alehoufe 
in  Northam ,  where  I  continued  until  about 
Five  o  Clock  ;  in  the  mean  Time  part  of 
the  Ship’s  Crew,  on  hearing  I  was  detain’d, 
came  and  furrendered  themfelves  to  the 
Bailiff ;  but  on  my  producing  the  Proteft  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Lake ,  Town  Clerk  of  Bidde- 
ford,  who  was  commiffion’d  to  adt  for  the 
Profecutor  Mr.  G-  ■  ■  •  C———d,  he  even 
thought  it  advileable  to  difcharge  us  all,  on 
feeing  Bather  jointly  in  Proteft ;  but  by  ad- 
vifing  with  Mr.  Knapper  the  Bailiff,  they 
thought  proper  to  keep  me,  the  ChiefMate, 
and  John  Sinnet ,  (who  is  now  in  Newgate) 
and  difcharge  the  reft:  That  Night  the 
Bailiff  fuffer’d  me  to  deep  in  my  Houle 
without  any  Interruption  from  him  or  Or¬ 
der  ;  at  the  fame  Time  gave  the  Mate  and 
Sinnet  leave  each  to  goto  their  feveral  Lodg¬ 
ings,  and  repair  to  him  at  the  Swan  the  next 
Morning,  which  was  complied  with,  and  a- 
bout  Two  o’Clock  that  Day  we  let  out  for 
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Exeter ,  that  Night  travelled  to,  and  inn’d  at 
the  White  Hart  at  Wembworthy. 

/ 

The  next  Morning  continued  our  Jour¬ 
ney  to  Exeter,  where  we  came  about  Two 
o’Clock  that  Day,  and  put  up  at  the  Seven 
Stars  in  the  Parifh  of  St.  ‘Thomas ,  where 
we  were  confined  in  a  Room  with  a  ftrong 
Guard  over  us,  and  in  that  Manner  were 
Jcept  until  Wednefday  the  2d  of  September , 
about  Six  o’Clock  in  the  Evening,  we  were 
feverally  examined  before  Juft  ice  Beavis  and 
feveral  Gentlemen,  (who  fcarce  deferve 
the  Stile)  who  feem’d  to  be  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  the  Profecutor,  by  giving  their 
Opinions  fo  partially,  (nay,  even  to  condemn 
us  before  Judgment)  after  they  thought  they 
had  fufficiently  examined  us,  they  ordered 
us  to  be  taken  back,  and  confined  to  our 
former  Room,  with  the  fame  Care  lcaft  we 
fliould  make  our  Efcape. 

During  our  Stay  at  the  Seven  Stars ,  one 
of  the  Profecutors  Men,  named  — Ben- 
net,  who  was  one  of  the  Guard  over  us, 
declared  in  Company,  that  Bather ,  after 
be  had  fworn  to  the  wilful  Dcftrudion 

of  the  Nightingale,  expreffed  a  very  great 
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Concern  for  what  he  had  done,  and  defired 
the  Profecutor  to  be  candid  with  him,  in  let¬ 
ting  him  (the  faid  Bather)  know,  whether  the 
Captain  by  his  Swearing,  would  receive  any 
Hurt ;  for,  fays  Bather ,  he’s  an  honed:  Man, 
I  would  fooner  die  myfelf  than  he  fhould  be 
hurt,  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  Profecutor 
afliir’d  him,  the  Captain  fhould  receive  no 
Damage.  The  Servant  of  the  Profecutor 
alfo  faid,  that  when  Bather  found  he  was 
to  be  fent  to  Southgate ,  which  is  a  Gaol 
for  the  City  of  Exeter,  he  exprefied  a  greater 
Concern  than  before,  and  faid,  had  he  known 
he  fhould  have  been  fent  to  Gaol,  he  would 
not  have  fworn  ;  for  he  imagined  he  was  to 
fwear,  to  receive  his  Reward,  and  be  fe- 
creted,  as  though  he  had  given  Information 
againfl  prohibited  Goods. 

Tburfday ,  the  14th  of  September ,  about 
Ten  o’Clock,  myfelf.  Mate,  and  John  Sin- 
net ,  were  order’d  to  the  Valiant  Soldier  (an 
Inn  in  the  City)  there  to  be  examined  be¬ 
fore  the  above  Juftice  Beavis,  Alderman 
H - and  many  others  as  partial;  with¬ 

out  having  one  Perfon  to  fpeak  in  our  Vin¬ 
dication  to  my  Chara&er ;  tho’  whatever  they 
thought,  (I  muft  do  ’em  Juftice)  for  they 

faid 
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faid  they  heard  I  bore  an  univerfal  good  one, 
for  which  Saying  I  return’d  ’em  Thanks. 

We  were  at  the  faid  Houfe  examined, 
and  by  the  partial  Judgment,  found  worthy 
of  being  committed,  which  was  accordingly 
order’d  to  be  wrote :  The  Juftice  at  the 
fame  Time  exprefs’d  a  great  Concern  for 
me,  but  I  have  been  fince  inform’d,  that 
the  Juftice  has  declared,  had  he  done  his 
Duty  by  exerting  himfelf  in  his  Office,  he 
could  not  have  committed  us  on  that  per¬ 
jur’d  Man’s  Oath.  After  Commitment,  my- 
felf  and  Mate  were  deliver’d  to  the  Care  of 
the  Conftables,  to  be  convey’d  to  the  Coun¬ 
ty  Goal,  which  was  immediately  done,  and 
delivered  to  the  Keeper  of  the  faid  Goal, 
whofe  Name  is  Edward  Manley ,  by  whom 
we  received  great  Indulgence,  as  ffiall  be 
fpoken  of  by  and  by. 

John  Sinnet  was,  from  the  Valiant  Sol¬ 
dier ,  order’d  to  St.  Thomas's  Bridewell,  where 
he  was  convey’d,  and  immediately  iron’d. 
During  his  Confinement  there,  feveral  Per- 
fons  were  fent  to  him  with  an  Intention  to 
corrupt  him  by  Bribery ;  but  he  defied 
them  all,  and  even  G  ■  — —  C-— — ,  who 

came 
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came  himfelf  to  perfuade  him  to  corroborate 

Bather,  but  to  no  Purpofe ;  he  faid  he  had 

fworn  to  the  Truth  already,  by  which  he 

would  abide,  and  no  Perfon  on  Earth,  with 

all  their  devililh  Perfuafions,  fliould  *  make 
him  vary. 

V  '  I 

Whilft  I  and  the  Mate  were  under  the 
Care  of  Mr.  E - M - .  we  were  feve_ 

ral  Tames  indulged  to  go  in  the  City  of  an 
Evening  :  Once  in  particular  we  were  both 
left  by  him  at  a  Gentleman’s  Houfe  for  a- 
bout  an  Hour;  f0  I  leave  the  World  to 
judge,  if  I  or  my  Mate  had  been  afraid  of 
Juftice,  whether  we  would  not  have  embra¬ 
ced  fo  favourable  an  Opportunity,  when  we 

xnig  t  have  made  our  Efcapes  without  Mo- 
leftation. 

I  ‘  >  \  ; 

During  our  Confinement  i»  the  County 
Goal  at  Exon,  and  particularly  on  the  ,ft 
ay  of  Ottober  1752,  (what  I  have  fpoken 
pretty  brief  of  in  Pages  N*  12  and  ^con¬ 
cerning  the  voluntary  Declaration  of  the 
Profecutors  Sentiments  at  the  Seven  Stars) 
was  on  the  above  Day  confirm’d  by  two 

Livery °f  ^  ^  Profecutors  Servants  in 


Some 
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Some  Time  in  November  an  Order  came 
from  London  for  the  Evidence  Bather,  and 
Habeas  Corpus  for  “John  Stnnet .  They 
were  both  carried  to  London  in  one  Coach, 


the  Intention  of  which  was  to  bring  Sinnet 
and  Bather  converfant  together,  by  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  thofe  who  were  with  ’em,  and  I 
believe  commiffion’d  fo  to  do ;  in  great  Ex¬ 
pectation  of  bringing  Sinnet  (by  Bribery, 
Perfuafions,  or  Threat*)  to  corroborate  Ba¬ 
ther  ;  but  all  their  damn’d  villainous  Stra¬ 
tagems  had  no  Influence  over  him.  •  They 
in  a  few  Days  came  to  London ,  when  Sinnet 
was  examined  before  — — — ,  and  commit¬ 


ted  to  Newgate,  and  Bather  was  order’d  to 
the  Poultry  Compter ;  where  I  fhall  leave 
’em  until  Occaflon  requires  me  to  treat  more 

at  large  of  ’em. 


About  the  4th  of  December ,  the  Keeper 

jVlr.  E _ M - ,  told  me,  he’d  receiv’d 

an  Order  to  carry  me  and  the  Mate  to 
London-,  accordingly  on  the  7th  of  De¬ 
cember  in  the  Morning  we  fat  out  for  Lon¬ 
don,  with  the  Keeper,  and  two  Men  to 
guard  us  ;  each  of  the  two  Men  having  but 
one  Ann,  but  were  well  mounted  on  two 

brave  Geldings,  with  a  Brace  of -Piftols 

each. 


/ 
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each.  Myfelf  and  Mate  begun  our  Jour¬ 
ney  in  a  Poft  Chaife,  we  travelled  that 
Night  to  Axminfter ,  where  we  met  with 
Mr.  Gloucefter,  (the  Keeper  of  the  Gaol 
wherein  Bather  was  confin’d  at  Exeter ,  who 
was  then  returning  from  London ,  where  he 
had  been  with  Bather)  who  told  us  that 
Bather  feveral  Times  on  the  Road  had  at¬ 
tempted  his  Efcape ;  but  by  the  timely  Af- 
fiftance  of  his  Guard,  was  detected  and  pre¬ 
vented  j  and  to  prevent  any  more  Attempts 
of  that  Kind,  they  put  him  in  Irons,  and  in 
that  Manner  brought  him  to  London }  but  he 
faid  that  Sinnet  behaved  very  decent  and 

orderly,  during  the  Time  they  travelled  to¬ 
gether. 

At  Axminfter  we  join’d  Company  with 
Mr.  Magnus  Faulkner ,  a  Mafter  of  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Ships  of  War,  with  whom  we 
kept  Company  to  London ;  and  will,  ■  I  make 
no  doubt,  if  alk’d,  declare  to  any  Perfon, 
what  Gloucester  faid  concerning  Bather  and 

Sinnet ,  during  our  Conversation  ai  Axmin¬ 
fter. 

Nothing  material  happen’d  on  our  Jour¬ 
ney,  but  fundry  Times  Mr.  Manley  would 

D  defire 
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defire  me  to  mount  his  Gelding,  which  I 
frequently  embraced.  On  Sunday  the  12th 
of  December  we  came  to  London ,  and  inn’d 
at  the  Saracen's  Head  in  Friday  Street , 
where  I  receiv’d  greater  Indulgence  from 
my  Keeper,  than  any  Man  could  expert 
who  was  charged  with  fo  grofs  a  Crime: 
For,  between  Fuefday  and  Saturday ,  (which 
was  the  Day  I  was  examin’d)  I  feveral 
Times  walk’d  the  Mall ,  and  was  at  both 
Covent  Garden  and  Drury  Lane  Playhoufes } 
mean  Time  the  Mate  was  at  his  Lodgings 
without  any  Guard  to  watch  his  Motions  :  I 
don’t  mention  thefe  PafTages  with  an  Inten¬ 
tion  of  ingratiating  myfelfin  the  favour  of  any, 
but  to  let  the  World,  and  that  part  of  Man¬ 
kind  (who  will  judge  me  with  Impartia¬ 
lity)  know,  if  I  had  been  as  guilty  as  com¬ 
mon  Report  makes  me,  whether  I  might 
not  with  a  great  deal  of  Eafe  fucceeded  in 
my  Efcape :  But  my  foie  Aim  was  to  be 
brought  to  Juftice,  that  my  Country  might 
know  the  Injuries  I  have  received  from  a 
barbarous  favage  Set  of  People,  who  is  daily 
thir fling  after  innocent  Blood. 

On  Monday  the  z  8th  of  December  we 
were  committed  to  the  Marjhalfea  Prifon, 

when 
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when  we  (as  foon  as  conveniently  could) 
petition’d  the  Worlhipful  Judges,  and  the 
Honourable  Lords  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  to  have  a  Day  appointed  for  our 
Trial,  to  be  bail’d,  or  to  have  fuch  Allow¬ 
ance  for  a  Support,  as  was  cuftomary  in 

fuch  Cafes,  but  without  Succefs. 

\  1  '  .  .  ,  •  •  - 

•  !  *  *-v  / 

’  V  ,  V.'  ,  -  . 

We  were  then  obliged  to  endure  all  the 
Hardfhips  of  a  Goal  Confinement,  which  I 
think  few  or  none  are  capable  of  judging, 
except  thole  who  have  been  or  are  con- 
fin  d  j  the  only  Support  we  had  -was  what 
little  our  Friends  were  able  to  remit  us,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  impoverilh’d  themfelves, 

by  which  Means  we  and  they  are  entirely 
ruined.- 


Ex cwuficit ion  at  London  before  Str 
Thomas  Salifbury  and  others. 


ID  Y  whom  was  I  Ihip’d,  and 
A3  when  ? 

Anf.  By  Thomas  Benfon ,  Efq}  my  Mer¬ 
chant,  but  cannot  be  pofitive  to  the  Day. 
£>uejt.  What  was  your  Cargo  ? 

D  2  AnJ  \ 

WM 


Anf.  Bale  Goods,  ditto  in  Calk,  and  fe- 
veral  Boxes  of  cutlery  Wares,  &c. 

Quejl.  When  did  you  fail,  and  how  was 
the  Wind  ? 

Anf.  On  Auefday  the  28  th  of  July  laft ; 
Wind  to  the  Weft  ward. 

£>ueft.  When  did  you  get  to  Lundy ,  and 
your  Reafon  for  going  there  ? 

Anf.  On  the  Thurfday  following  about 
Noon  ;  the  Wind  ftill  to  the  Weftward, 
and  blew  ftrong,  prevented  my  getting  there 
fooner,  and  thought  it  more  advifeable  to 
go  there  then  for  Kingroad,  or  any  other 
Place  in  the  Channel. 

Quefl.  What  did  you  put  Ann  St  oar  on 
the  Ifland  for,  and  by  whofe  Order  ? 

Anf.  As  (lie  underftood  to  make  Rabbit 
Nets,  and  there  being  a  great  Plenty  of 
Rabbits  on  the  Ifland,  my  Merchant  thought 
her  a  very  ufeful  Woman,  and  was  order’d 
by  him  to  put  her  on  Shore. 

Quejh.  When  did  you  fail  from  Lundy  t 
and  what  Time  of  the  Day  ? 

Anf  Saturday  about  Eight  o’Clock  in  the 
Morning,  Wind  at  N.  N.  W.  which  was 
the  firft  Time  the  Wind  invited. 

Queft.  Did  you  land  nothing  at  Lundy 
during  your  Stay  there  but  the  Woman  ? 

Anf. 
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Anf  Nothing  at  all. 

Quejl.  When  did  your  Ship  take  Fire,  and 
how  ? 

Anf  On  Monday  the  3d  of  Augujl  laft, 
about  One  o’Clock,  as  I  was  going  down  to 
take  off  that  Day’s  Journal,  I  perceived  a 
prodigious  Smoak  proceed  from  the  Hold ; 
I  went  immediately  on  De^k,  and  to  the 
Place  where  the  Convids  were  confined; 

imagining  they  might  have  had  fome  Fire 

>  /  *  \  *  *  * 

conveyed  them,  but  they  declared  they  had 
none  :  I  then  rais’d  the  Tarpauling,  and 
the  Flame  afeended  in  my  Face.  We  were 
then  obliged  to  get  out  our  Boat,  or  muft 
have  perifh’d  with  the  Ship,  we  did  our 
endeavour  to\  extinguifh  the  Fire  but  to  no 
Purpofe. 

Quejl.  What  Side  was  your  Boat? 

Anf  The  Larboard  Side. 

Quell.  I  mean  to  Windward  or  Lee¬ 
ward? 

Anf.  To  Windward. 

Queft.  Is  it  cuftomary  to  get  a  Boat  out 
to  Windward  ? 

Anf.  No :  But  there  was  but  little  Wind, 
and  the  Ship  almoll  upright,  and  the  Run¬ 
ners  and  Tackles  that  Side,  that  we  got  her 
out  with  as  much  Eafe  as  we  could  the 

other, 


other,  nor  Ihould  we  have  had  Time  to  get 
her  out  to  Leeward  had  we  tried. 

Queft.  How  long  was  you  in  your  Boat 

before  you  got  on  board  the  Philadelphia 
Ship? 

Anf  About  an  Hour  and  a  Half. 

Quejl.  How  long  was  you  on  board  that 
Ship? 

Anf.  About  two  or  three  Hours. 

Queft.  Where  did  you  go  then  ? 

Anf  On  board  the  Endeavour  Brigantine, 
Capt.  William  Cook ,  who  carried  us  into  the 
Road  of  Cloveliey. 

Quef.  What  became  of  the  Convidls  ?' 

Anf.  1  agreed  with  a  Man  to  carry  my- 
felf,  Sailors  and  them  into  the  Port  of  Barn- 
flaple ,  where  we  came  fafe  on  Wednefday. 

£>iiejl.  What  became  of  the  Convidls 
then  ? 

Anf  I  difcharged  my  Duty  by  delivering 
them  to  my  Merchant. 


Entirely  relating  to  Bather. 

ON  E  of  the  chief  Motives  that  induced 
Bather  to  fwear  fo  contrary  to  his 
Knowledge  was,  that  a  Law-Suit  depend¬ 
ing 
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ing  between  him  and  Richard  Pafmore,  a 
Coachman  to  Efquire  Benfon ,  was  not  ac¬ 
commodated  agreeable  to  his  Inclination  nor 
Expectation ;  and  a  certain  Gentleman  of 

B—nf—p—e,  one  Mr.  M - R - }  (a 

fworn  Enemy  to  Mr.  B - n)  who  knew 

of  Bather  s  being  in  B—nJ——p—ei  thought 
no  Time  fo  convenient  to  put  his  evil  De- 
lign  in  Execution,  lent  for  Bather ,  and 
what  with  his  canting  Infinuations,  Perfua- 
lions,  and  the  Promile  of  a  great  Reward, 
fuch  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  as  would  purchafe 
many  poor  ignorant  and  diftreHed  Seamen  5 
as  was  the  Cafe  with  this  poor  unhappy 
Fellow  Bather  j  who  at  that  Time  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  have  a  Shilling.  After 

this  Mr.  M - -  R -  thought  he  had 

wrought  fufficiently  on  him,  told  him  he 
mull:  go  to  Exetert  to  compleat  what  he 
had  begun,  and  there  to  receive  his  Re¬ 
ward,  but  was  firft  to  call  at  B—d _ ~d 

on  one  Mr.  W -  K - ,  who  did  his 

poffibles  with  him,  and  promifed  him  Pre¬ 
ferment,  and  any  Station  in  a  Ship  he  was 
capable  to  undertake.  By  which  Means 
this  poor  unguarded  Fellow,  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  his  poor  Soul,  was  brought  over 
to  execute  fo  villainous  a  Defign,  which 

4 

mull: 
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muft  have  proved  the  entire  Deftrudion  of  ’ 
many  poor  Families  if  he  had  fucceeded. 


Solely  concerning  Mr.  Powe. 

SOME  Time  early  in  December  he  re¬ 
ceiv’d  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in 
London  j  which  Letter  advifed  him,  that 
an  Admiralty  Order  was  granted  to  appre¬ 
hend  and  bring  him  to  London ,  to  be  exa¬ 
min’d  concerning  the  late  Brigantine  Night¬ 
ingale,  John  Lancey,  Mafter,  and  alfo  if  he 
was  confcious  of  his  Innocence  or  Guilt,  he 
would  advife  him  to  fe Crete  himfelf,  or  ho¬ 
nourably  wait  the  Arrival  of  the  Order  if 
innocent:  Accordingly  on  the  20th  of  De¬ 
cember  1752,  he  was  apprehended  in  his 
own  Houfe,  by  Mr.  cThomas  Stone,  the  De¬ 
puty  Marflial ;  at  which  Time  he  had  him¬ 
felf  properly  equipped  for  a  Journey  to 
London,  where  foon  he  intended  to  go,  had 
he  not  been  obliged.  On  the  fame  Day  he 
went  to  Biddejord  with  the  faid  Stone,  and 
lay  that  Night  at  the  Poll  Office,  under  a 
guard  of  three  Men,  two  of  which  were 
fent  by  the  Order  of  T- - H - ,  a&ing 

Merchant  in  the  laid  Town.  Next  Day 

fet 
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fet  out  for  Exeter ,  where  they  came  the 
fame  Night,  and  inn’d  at  the  White  Horfe 
Ale  Houfe,  where  he  continued  until  the 
25th,  under  a  ftrong  Guard,  and  was  denied 
the  Ufe  of  Pen,  Ink  or  Paper,  unlefs  what 
he  wrote  was  fhewn  to  ( Williams )  the  Pro- 
fecutors  Attorney.  On  Monday  the  25  th  of 
December  (with  Stone  the  Martha!,  and 
Thomas  Smith)  fet  out  for  London,  when 
on  the  Road,  Stone,  the  Marfhal,  would 
often  enquire  into  the  Merits  of  the  Affair 
of  the  Nightingale  j  which  was  always  de¬ 
nied  by  Mr.  Powe ,  to  enter  into  any  Dif- 
courfe  of  that  Kind,  nor  would  he  anfwer  any 

Man  until  examin’d.  Stone  would  advife 

* 

„  I 

him  to  rely  on  one  Mr;  Brown,  (from 
whom  he  would  meet  a  kind  Reception,' 
his  Bufinefs  foon  difpatch’d,  and  well  paid 
for  his  Labour)  Mr.  Powe  afk’d  him  who 
this  Mr.  Brown  was ;  he  told  him  he  was 
an  Agent  for  the  Infurers,  and  a  very  wor¬ 
thy  Man ; ,  Mr.  Powe  told  him  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  Gentleman,  nor  fhould  he 
rely  on  him  nor  any  other ;  for  were  it 
in  any  of  their  Power  to  make  him  a  Prefent 
of  the  Upiverfe,  he  would  fwear  nothing 
contrary  to  his  Knowledge. 

E  No- 


I 


1 26 1 

Nothing  more  material  happen’d  until 
they  came  to  Stockbridge ;  when  on  'Thurs¬ 
day  Morning,  the  28th  of  December ,  at 
Breakfaft,  a  Gentleman  came  into  the 
Room  where  we  were,  and  fpoke  to  Mr. 
Stone ;  being  a  former  Acquaintance,  Mr. 
Stone  alk’d  him  what  News  in  Town,  (as 
he  imagin’d  he  came  from  thence)  the 
Gentleman  told  Mr.  Stone ,  That  he  had 
been  at  the  Saracen' $  Head,  in  Friday - 
Street ,  where  he  was  in  Company  with  the 
Mate  of  the  Ship  that  was  burnt,  who  had 
turn’d  Evidence,  and  that  the  Mafter  was 
committed  to  the  Mar /half e  a  Prifon  :  On 
which  Declaration  Stone  rejoiced  greatly, 
and  faid  to  Mr.  Powe ,  What  I  have  often 
told  you  is  now  come  to  pafs  j  Mr.  Powe 
anfwer’d.  If  fo,  it’s  nothing  to  me :  But  I 
ftill  believe  to  the  contrary  j  in  the  After¬ 
noon  of  the  fame  Day  we  met  a  Gentleman 
from  London,  who  was  an  Acquaintance  of 
Smith  the  Guard ;  Smith  afk’d  him  the 
News  in  Town  ;  he  faid  he  came  from  the 
Saracen's  Head,  in  Friday  Street ,  and  while 
he  was  in  Town,  the  Mafter  and  Mate  of 
the  Ship  that  was  burnt  were  lent  to  the 
Marfa  If  a  Prifon  ;  which  was  a  Contra¬ 
diction  to  what  Mr.  Stone's  Friend  had  faid 

at 


I 


[  2  7  J 

at  Stockbridge  ;  which  gave  Mr.  Powe  fuf- 
ficient  Occafion  to  believe,  that  what  he 
had  faid  was  falfe  (as  he  afterwards  found) 
and  fpoken  with  no  other  Intention  but  to 
intimidate  him,  and  make  him  a  Bather. 

On  the  Friday  following  they  lay  at 
Stone's  Houfe  at  Credon,  where  they  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  Monday  following,  when 
they  fet  out  to  purfue  their  Journey  to 
London ,  where  they  arrived  the  fame  Day, 
and  put  up  at  the  Paul's  Head ,  in  Car¬ 
ter  Lane:  When  Smith  the  Guard  was 
order’d  by  Stone  not  to  let  Mr,  Powe 
have  any  Letters  but  what  were  firft  fent 
to  him. 

'  .  %  .  f  y 

•t  '  *  '  *  *** , 

On  Wednefday  Mr.  Stone  a  Ik’d  Mr.  Powey 
whether  he  had  any  Objection  to  drink¬ 
ing  a  Bottle  of  Wine  with  fome  Gentle¬ 
men  who  were  concerned  in  the  Night - 
ingal's  Policy;  the  Time  and  Place  for 
meeting  was  appointed  at  the  Fountain  by 
the  Royal  Exchange  ;  when  Mr.  Stone  told 
Mr.  Powe ,  That  the  Gentlemen  would 
alk  him  fome  Queftions  relating  to  the  Af¬ 
fair  of  the  Nightingal ;  Mr.  Powe  told 
him  as  before,  He  would  anfwer  no  Per- 

E  2  fon 
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fon  until  examin’d  by  the  Judge,  whfen 

he  would  declare  all  he  knew ;  upon 

which  Anfwer  the  Gentlemen  did  not  af- 
femble. 

t  ’  1  .  j  'l 

On  Friday  the  5th  of  'January  1753, 
Mr.  Powe  was  order’d  to  DoSlor's  Commons , 
where  he  was  examin’d  by  the  Regifter, 
and  Brown  the  Infurers  Agent. 


On  Saturday  the  6th  was  brought  to  the 
Marfhaljea  Prifon  by  Mr.  Stone ,  but  with¬ 
out  a  Commitment,  and  fo  remain’d  until 
the  3d  of  March  following. 


^JEORGE  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  of  Great  Britain ,  France  and 
Ireland ,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith.  To 
the  Marshal  of  our  Goal  of  the  Marjhaljea , 
in  our  County  of  Surry ,  greeting. 

We  command  you  that  by  thefe  Pre¬ 
fects,  you  do  receive  into  your  Cuftody 
from  the  Marfhal  of  our  Admiralty  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  Body  of  Thomas  Powe ,  otherwife 
Poe ;  charged  upon  Oath,  with  counfelling, 
aiding  and  abetting  the  wilful  and  felonious 

De~ 
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Deftru&ion  of  the  Ship  Nightingale ,  (where¬ 
of  John  Lancey  was  Matter)  upon  the  High 
Sea,  and  within  the  Jurifdidion  of  our  Ad¬ 
miralty  aforefaid:  And  him  the  faid  Thomas 
Powe,  otherwife  Poe)  fafely  and  fecurely 
keep  in  our  faid  Goal  of  the  Marfhalfea, 
until  he  fhall  by  due  Courfe  of  Law,  and 
the  Cuftom  of  our  Realm,  be  difcharged  of 
the  Offence  by  him  committed,  at  the  next 
Sefiion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  Goal 
Delivery  of  the  Admiralty  of  England ,  to 
be  held  before  our  Juftices  affigned  to  de¬ 
liver  that  Goal  of  the  Prifoners  therein, 
being  for  Offences  by  them  committed  upon 
the  High  Sea,  and  within  the  Jurifdidtion 
of  our  Admiralty  aforefaid. 

Witnefs  our  Juftices  whofe  Names  are 
hereunto  fubfcribed,  this  3d  Day  of  March , 
in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thoufand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-three  j  and  of  our 
Reign  the  Twenty-fixth. 

Tho.  Salijbury , 
Geo.  Paul, 

Cha.  Pinfold , 
Rob.  Chapman . 


S.  Hill,  Regifter. 


GEORGE 


t 


l  3°  1 

*  X  *  •  -  4  *  jpM. 

4  >  f  '  '  *  • 

—  .  r  . . 

f^EORGE  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of 
^  God,  of  Great  Britain ,  France  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith.  To 
the  Marfhal  of  our  Goal  of  the  Marfhalfea , 
in  our  County  of  Surry,  greeting. 

We  command  you  that  by  Virtue  of  thefe 
Prefents,  you  do  receive  into  your  Cuftody 
from  the  Keeper  of  our  County  Goal  of 
Devon,  the  Bodies  of  John  Lancey,  Mafter 
of  the  Ship  Nightingale,  and  John  Lloyd, 
Mate  of  the  faid  Ship ;  charged  upon  Oath 
with  Felony,  in  wilfully  deftroying  the  faid 
Ship  upon  the  High  Sea,  and  within  the 
Jurifdidion  of  our  Admiralty  of  England: 
And  them  the  faid  John  Lancey  and  John 
Lloyd  fafely  and  fecurely  keep  in  our  faid 
Goal  of  the  Marfloalfsa,  until  they  {hall  by 
due  Courfe  of  Law,  and  the  Cuftom  of  our 
Realm,  be  difcharged  of  the  Offences  by 
them  committed,  at  the  next  Seffions  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  Goal  Delivery  for 
the  Admiralty  of  England,  to  be  held  be¬ 
fore  our  Juftices  afligned  to  deliver  that  Goal 
of  the  Prifoners  therein,  being  for  Offences 
by  them  committed  upon  the  High  Sea, 

and 
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and  within  the  Jurifdidion  of  our  Admiralty 
aforefaid. 

.  /  .  •  ..  ,  '•  • . 

•  t  .  v *  *  »'  *' 

Witnefs  our  Juftices  whofe  Names  are 
hereunto  fubfcribed,  this  fixteenth  Day  of 
December,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-two, 
and  of  our  Reign  the  Twenty-fixth. 

,  A  , 

■  v  Pho,  Salijbur\\ 

Geo .  Paul, 

/  .  Cha.  Pinfold \ 

Rob .  Chapman . 

fi'isfw.  Regifter. 


7&I1N  Sinnet  and  Richard  Sinnet ,  both 

*  ^  in  the  County  of  Devon, 
feverally  make  Oath,  That  they  were  Ma¬ 
riners  on  board  of,  and  belonging  to  the 
late  Brigantine  the  Nightingale ,  on  the  in¬ 
tended  Voyage  in  the  Proteft  hereunto  an- 
next  mention’d ;  and  that  the  faid  Brigan¬ 
tine  was  accidentally  and  inevitably  burnt 
and  loft  on  Monday  the  third  Day  of  this 
Inftant  Auguft,  in  Manner  as  is  fet  forth  in 
the  faid  Proteft ;  and  that  the  faid  Brigan¬ 
tine  being,  fo  burnt  and  loft,  was  not  owing 

to 
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to  any  Sort  of  Negledl,  Defign  or  Mifcon- 
du<ft  of  the  Mafter,  or  any  of  the  Crew 
belonging  to  her,  but  was  entirely  acciden¬ 
tal,  as  thefe  Deponents  very  believe. 

•  .  ,  J  ,  •  »  v  ’  ' 

John  Sinnety 
Richard  Sinnet. 

Sworn  at  Northam,  in  the  County  of 
Devon ,  the  30th  Day  of  Augujl  1752, 
before  me 

James  Hi llow  t 

A  Mafter  Extraordinary  in  Chancery. 


"To  Mr.  John  Lloyd  in  the  Mar- 

fhalfea  Prifon. 

Newgate ,  Wednefday  Five  o’Clock, 

Dedr  Friend , 

I  This  Moment  received  a  Letter  from 
my  Wife,  and  fhe  writes  me  Word  that 
fhe  faw  Mr.  Benfon  laft  Saturday ,  and  he  told 
her  as  fure  as  there  is  a  God  in  Heaven,  that 
the  Gentlemen  were  all  ready  to  appear  as 
foon  as  he  had  an  Anfwer  from  his  Prottor, 

when 
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when  there  is  a  Court  held,  which  he  ex- 
peded  by  the  Sunday’s  Poll,  which  I  with 
he  did,  by  the  Captain's  Letter,  and  I  hope 

by  this  Time  they  are  on  the  Road,  God 
fend  they  may* 

From  your  fincere , 

and  hearty  Friend, 

John  Sinnet. 

Give  my  Service  to  the  Captain  and  Powe- 
I  return  him  Thanks  for  his  laft  Favour }  all 
Friends  are  well  at  home. 

Pray  fend  an  Anfwer  to  this, 

^ — --I  _ 


To  Mr .  John  Williams,  Merchant , 

at  Exon. 

Nort ham ,  Aug.  g,  1752. 
Mr.  John  Williams, 

T  Cannot  give  a  more  melancholy  Account 

ti>an  what  hath  happen'd  to  me  in  the 
Nightingale. 

s  \  '  ^  *  . 

On  Monday  laft  about  14  Leagues  North 
North  Eaft  from  the  Land’s  End,  we  per- 

E  ceived 


[  34  ] 

ceived  a  Smoak  in  the  Ship,  to  the  great 
Surprize  of  all  on  board ;  and  immediately 
went  down  to  fee  whether  we  could  fee  it 
amongft  the  Convidts ;  but  before  I  could 
make  any  Examination,  the  Fire  was  fo 
fierce,  that  Humanity  obliged  us  to  let 
them  loofe  to  fave  their  Lives. 

The  Ship  was  immediately  fo  full  of 
Smoak  and  Fire,  that  we  could  not  ven¬ 
ture  down,  fo  we  open’d  the  Hatches,  when 
the  Blaze  afcended  in  my  Face :  We  ufed 
all  Means  poflible  to  extinguifh  it,  but  all 
proved  in  vain  ;  fo  we  were  obliged  to  get 
out  our  Boat,  having  that,  and  no  other 
Chance  for  our  Lives ;  and  had  not  a  Vefiel 
from  Philadelphia ,  Capt.  George  Nicholfon , 
for  Dublin ,  come  to  our  Affiftance,  we 
muft  have  all  perifihed  in  her,  having  not 
above  fix  Inches  free  Board  ;  nor  had  we 
any  Time  to  take  any  Provifions  with  us  to 
fupport  us,  had  the  Boat  fubfifted. 

Sir,  I  am  forry  my  Wife  fhould  be  fo 
indifcreet  as  to  fend  for  the  Policy  ;  for  my 
own  Part,  I  had  much  rather  it  had  been 
continued  with  you  ;  and  upon  receiving 
Advice  from  you  how  to  proceed  in  this 

melan- 
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melancholy  Affair,  ffiall  remit  the  Policy 
with  the  Inventory  of  my  total  Lofs. 

1  am , 

Tour  mojl  obedient  Servant , 

John  Lancey. 


To  Mr,  John  Williams,  Merchant , 

at  Exon. 

•  ,  . * 

Northam,  Aug,  23,  1752. 

SIR, 

I  Have  fent  you  with  this  Poft,  the  Po¬ 
licy,  my  Proteft,  and  my  Affidavit  an¬ 
nex’d  to  the  Invoices  of  my  Lofs,  befides 
Fifteen  Guineas  advanced  to  the  Sailors  ; 
which  I  imagine  I  (hall  be  able  to  come  at, 
but  rely  on  your  fuperior  Judgment  to  make 
Application  for  me,  as  I  am  fo  much  a 
Sufferer  ;  befides  fundry  other  Items  I  have 
omitted  in  my  Invoice,  which  really  were 
on  board  at  the  Time  when  I  fuftained  this 

Lofs. 

John  Lancey. 

F  2  Captain 


/ 
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Captain  John  Lancey. 


0  wontD  called Jlugujt 


I  HfVC  received  b°th  thy  Letters  of  the 
,  9th  Cu/rent»  and  am  much  furprized  to 

Vfl'  1°  i!ne  u CrCldent  that  baPpened  to  thy 
eflelj  but  before  I  can  properly  apply  to 

the  Under- writer,  I  mu  ft  have  thy  Proteft 

made  at  thy  firft .landing  after  the  Lofs,  and 
the  Proof  of  thy  Intereft. 


As  thy  Letter  giving  me  Diredions  to 
do>  the  Infurance  was  dated  the  17th  of 
July>  and  I  wrote  thee  the  1 8th, '  that  the 
130/.  was  abfolutely  done  here  :  So  I  can¬ 
not  but  admire  how  any  Thing  came  to  be 

«Jone  at  London.  Expeding  thy  Anfwer,  I 
remain, 

Thy  Friend , 

John  Williams, 


Captain 
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Captain  John  Lancey. 

Exon  2y,  8  Mont h  called Augujl  17520 

T  Have  received  all  thine  with  the  Pro  left. 
Invoice,  &c.  I  am  now  to  delire  thee  to 
lend  me  as  foon  as  poffible,  a  Copy  of  the 
ufual  Dilpatches  for  thy  Goods  from  your 
Cuftom  Houfe,  attefted  by  the  Officers: 
Alio  to  have  a  Sight  of  the  Policy  done  at 
London  j  both  which  I  find  will  be  necef- 

fary,  therefore  defire  thee  to  fend  ’em  forth¬ 
with,  and  remain* 

*  W  A.  A  t  j  | 

_  1  ■*  . 

Lby  real  Friend, 

John  Williams. 


To  Captain  John  Lancey. 

Wednefday  Morning;. 

Lear  Captain , 

ri  '  HIS  comes  with  my  Love  and  Service 
to  you  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  I  hope 
you  enjoy  your  Health,  as  the  Lord  make 


me 


me  truly  thankful,  I  am  at  this  Time. 

Captain,  I  am  heartily  glad  you  are 
come  to  Town,  I  would  have  fent  you  a 
Letter  to  Exon,  but  they  told  me  you  was 
to  come  away  the  Monday  after ;  but  I  found 
it  to  the  contrary,  and  am  glad  you  are 

come  at  laft. 

' )  ‘  ;  :  1 

'  ^  4  *  A  f  *” 

It  was  about  Four  o  Clock  in  the  IVIorn- 
ing  when  1  left  Exon,  and  when  I  came  in 
the  Coach  to  take  in  Bather,  he  afk’d  me 
to  drink  a  Glafs  of  Wine,  which  I  had  as 
foon  feen  the  Devil,  as  have  feen  him  at 
that  Time.  But  I  told  him  I  did  not  chufe 
to  drink  fo  foon  in  the  Morning,  fo  we 
came  away  all  that  Day,  but  he  teem  d  to 
be  forry  to  fee  my  Irons,  but  I  did  not 
matter  that,  it  was  my  Defire  to  wear 
them :  But  the  next  Day  he  would  walk 
out  of  the  Coach  fometimes,  but  I  could 
not  walk  for  my  Irons,  and  fo  he  would 
walk  feveral  Times :  But  one  Time  he  was 
going  out  again,  and  Bather  feem’d  to  be 
glad, &  for  he  wanted  to  make  Water;  but 
when  fome  of  them  went  out  of  the  Coach, 
Mr.  Glofe  put  his  Head  and  whiffled  to 
Bather  out  of  the  Coach  Door,  and  Bather 
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did  not  go  out,  but  pift  out  of  the  Door  ; 

I  could  not  think  the  Meaning  of  it,  but  I 
put  my  Hand  to  the  Coach  Door  and  leap’d 
out,  and  afk’d  them  what  they  meant  by 
it,  for  I  told  them  it  was  no,t  proper  :  So 
when  I  came  out,  Bather  came  out  to,  and 
my  Mind  gave  me  that  they  wanted  to 
bring  me  into  a  Snare  ;  for,  I  believe  it  was 
a  Contrail  between  Gloje  and  him,  for  he 
would  have  us  lie  together;  but  I  would 
not,  nor  did  not,  and  told  them  if  I  did  lie 
with  any  one,  it  fhould  be  in  the  Chamber 
with  Mr.  Brown  and  his  Man,  which  I 
did ;  and  when  I  came  to  London ,  GloJ'e 
would  have  Bather  and  I  hand-bolted  toge¬ 
ther.  •  But  I  told  them  that  they  fhould 
Hand-cuff  me,  but  not  with  Bather ,  nor  I 
was  not,  but  lied  altogether  in  one  Room. 

They  feem’d  to  be  afraid  of  Bather,  and 
kept  a  Man  two  Nights  in  the  fame  Cham¬ 
ber,  but  I  was  Hand-cufft.  Glofe  would 
have  had  us  quarrelled  feveral  Times,  but  I 
had  nothing  to  fay  to  him  fay  what  he 
would ;  he  feems  to  be  forry  for  what  he 
hath  done,  he  fhould  not  have  done  it,  if 
he  had  not  been  perfuaded  by  Redor  of 
Barnfiaple ,  and  fome  of  Biddejord,  he  hath 

bought 


'V" 
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bought  a  Coat,  and  Waiftcoat,  and  Shirt, 
and  fays  you  gave  it  to  him  for  doing  the 
Thing. 

Bather  brought  a  Letter  with  him  from 
Mr.  Coudy  to  take  to  one  Mr.  Brown ,  She¬ 
riff  of  this  Place  j  and  I  faw  him  take  it 
to  him,  and  open’d  the  Letter,  or  elfe  it 
was  not  feal’d  ;  but  the  Gentleman  look’d 
over  it,  and  would  have  Bather  look  over 
fomething  in  it :  So  the  Gentleman  afk’d 
whether  he  knew  what  it  was,  and  Bather 
told  him  he  did  :  As  far  as  I  could  learn, 
there  was  fomething '  in  the  Letter  that 
Bather  was  not  willing  fhould  be  known ; 
for  the  Day  before  we  came  in.  Bather 
fwore  that  his  Pocket  was  pick’d,  and  that 
Glofe  had  taken  a  Copy  of  the  Letter,  and 
fwore  he  would  burn  the  Letter,  for  it 
would  hurt  him,  and  would  give  Glofe  a 
Note  for  fomething,  but  what  it  was  I 
could  not  tell :  Infomuch  that  Gloje  told 
him,  if  he  would  fware  that,  he  would 
fware  any  Thing. 

And  Bather  two  Days  before  we  came  in, 
they  hand-cufft  him,  for  they  thought  he 
had  a  Mind  to  get  off,  for  in  the  Evening 

he 
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lie  changed  his  Cloaths  before  he  went  to 
Bed. 


Two  Days  after  I  got  here,  I  was  examin¬ 
ed  at  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty’s  Cham¬ 
ber  by  a  thin  Gentleman,  who  afk’d  me, 
Whether  I  belong’d  to  the  Nightingale?  I 
told  him  I  did.  And  who  fhip’d  me  ?  I  told 
him  the  Captain.  And  what  I  had  a  Month  ? 
I  told  him  Eighteen  Shillings  as  a  Cook  : 
And  where  I  went  on  board  ?  I  told  him  in 
the  Pool,  and  went  over  the  Bar  the  28th 
of  July.  And  what  was  the  Reafon  we 
went  to  Lundy  ?  I  told  him  the  Wind  was 
againft  us,  and  I  heard  the  People  fay,  they 
would  rather  go  there,  than  they  would  go 
for  Kingroad,  and  tarried  there  two  Days, 
and  then  went  away  again.  He  afk’d  me 
whether  we  did  not  take  in  a  Bullock  there  ? 
I  told  him  that  there  was  about  a  Maund 
of  Beef  the  Captain  brought  a  board  with 
him  :  And  how  many  Times  the  Captain 
was  on  Shore  ?  I  told  him  twice ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  the  Mate  was  on  Shore  ?  I  told  him. 

No  :  And  what  was  the  Reafon  we  left  the 

»  > 

Woman  there  ?  I  told  him  fhe  could  make 
Nets,  and  Mr.  Marjhall  had  her  on  Shore  : 
And  what  Powe  did  there  ?  I  told  him  for 

G  ■  his 
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his  Health  or  Pleafure,  or  what  it  was  I 

could  not  tell.  And  whether  I  knew  what 
Number  was  on  the  Goods  ?  f  could  not 
tell,  and  on  Saturday  Morning  went  away 
again  :  And  what  the  People  was  called  on 
the  Bland  ?  I  could  not  tell :  And  alk'd  me 
about  the  Winds,  but  I  told  him  I  never 
was  at  Sea  before,  and  I  could  not  tell  : 
And  afk’d  me  how  the  Fire  happen’d;  I 
told  him  in  the  beft  Manner  I  could  :  And 
whether  I  faved  any  Thing ;  I  told  him  a 
Shirt  and  a  Pair  of  Stockings. 

I  told  him  all  the  Truth  in  the  beft 
Manner  I  could ;  he  aik’d  me.  Whether  I 
faw  Mr.  Benfon  after  we  went  over  the  Bar  ? 
And  I  told  him  we  did  not :  And  what  I 
did  after  I  came  home  again,  whether  I 
went  to  my  Trade?  I  told  him,  No;  for 
I  look’d  after  the  Tranfports  fome  Time 
after  I  came  home,  and  f©  much  a  Week 
till  the  Time  I  was  taken  up ;  I  told  him 
they  did  not  take  me  up,  for  I  went  freely 
to  them. 


John  Sinnet, 


This  is  the  P  rot  eft  mentioned  in  the 
Affidavit.,  Page  3 1 . 

/Narcifus  Hatherly ,  of  Btddeford ,  in  the 
County  of  Devon ,  Publick  Notary,  duly 
admitted  and  fworn  :  Do  hereby  certify  «»h 
Perfons  whom  it  may  concern,  That  on 
the  fixth  Day  of  Auguji  in  the  Year  of  our  , 
Lord  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Fifty- two ;  and  in  the  twenty-fixth  Year  or 
the  Reign  of  his  Majefty  King  GEORGE 
the  Second.  Came  and  perfonally  appeared 
before  the  faid  Notary,  John  Lancey ,  Mafter, 
John  Lloyd,  Mate,  Anthony  Met  her  ell,  fecond 
Mate,  and  James  Bather,  Boatfwain  of  the 
Brigantine  Nightingale,  Burthen  eighty  Tons 
or  thereabouts,  belonging  to  Thomas  Benfon, 
Efq;  of  Northam,  in  the  County  of  Devon, 
Merchant  j  who  did  freely  and  voluntarily 
on  their  refpedive  corporal  Oaths,  taken 
upon  the  holy  Evangelifts ;  proteft  and  de¬ 
clare  before  me  the  faid  Notary,  that  they 
failed  in  the  faid  Brigantine  from  the  Port 
of  BarnJIaple,  on  the  twenty-eighth  Day  of 
July  laft ;  loaden  with  Bale  Goods,  befides 
fifteen  Convids  fentenced  for  Tranfporta- 

tion  viz.  Twelve  Men  and  three  Women, 
*  G  2  bound 
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bound  for  Maryland ;  and  the  next  Day  the 

Wind  began  to  blow  very  hard  at  Weft, 

fo  that  they  could  not  make  any  Way  to  the' 
Weftward.  3  3 

* 

On  Tburfday  the  3oth  of  laft  Month, 
they  thought  it  mod  advifcable  to  come  to 
an  Anchor  in  Lund,  Road,  (rather  than 
bt,ar  up  for  Kingroad ,  or  fome  other  Har¬ 
bour  in  the  Briftol  Channel)  that  they  lay 
in  Lundy  Road  till  Saturday  Morning  the 
brft  Inftant,  when  they  weighed  Anchor, 
and  fet  fail  ln  order  to  purfue  their  intend¬ 
ed  Voyage,  having  the  Wind  then  at  North 
North  Weft. 


*  ,the  next  Morning  (being  Sunday ) 
the  Wind  came  about  to  the  Weftward,  fo 

that  they  could  make,  but  little  Progrefs. 

And  on  Monday  laft,  being  the  third  In¬ 
ftant,  about  One  o’CIock  in  the  Afternoon, 
being  then,  according  to  their  reckoning 
about  eighteen  Leagues  to  the  Weftward  of 
Lundy  Iftej  to  the  very  great  Surprize  and 

Aftomftirnent  of  all  on  board,  it  was  ob¬ 
serv'd  by  the  Mafter,  that  a  Smoak  fud- 
aeniy  iffued  aft  from  the  Hold,  whereupon 

the 
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the  Mafter  immediately  ran  forwards  to  the 
Place  where  the  faid  Convicts  were  con¬ 
fined,  imagining  they  might  have  contrived 
to  have  had  fome  Fire  to  have  been  convey¬ 
ed  them  y  and  upon  lifting  up  the  main 
Hatches,  the  Fire  afcended  with  great  Ve¬ 
hemence  in  the  Mafier’s  Face;  whereupon 
they  ufed  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  extin¬ 
guish  the  Flames,  but  all  proving  vain  and 
ineffectual,  they  then  immediately  got  out 
their  Boat,  and  every  one  on  board  betook 
themfelves  to  it,  or  they  muff  all  have  in¬ 
evitably  perifhed  with  the  Ship. 

That  having  been  at  Sea  in  the  Boat  a- 
bout  an  Hour  and  a  Hali^  they  were  provi¬ 
dentially  obferved  by  a  Brigantine,  called 
the  Charming  Nancy ,  George  Nicholfon , 
Mafter,  of  and  from  Philadelphia,  bound 
for  Dublin, ;  who  feeing  their  Ship  on  Fire, 
and  well  knowing  the  extream  Danger  and 
Diftrefs  they  mull:  be  in,  very  compaf- 
fionately  came  to  their  Afiiftance,  and  took 
them  on  board  him  from  their  Boat  where¬ 
in  they  then  were ;  which  muff  needs  have 
funk  in  a  very  final!  Time,  being  fo  very 
much  overloaden  by  fo  great  a  Number  as; 
the  whole  Ships  Crew,  and  tnc  laid  fifteen 

ConviCls, 
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Convi&s,  in  the  whole  twenty-four  Per- 
fons :  Or  elfe  if  they  could  have  had  the 
good  Fortune  to  have  kept  their  Boat  any 
Time  above  Water,  they  muft  have  perifh- 
cd  for  Want,  having  had  no  Time  or  Op¬ 
portunity  from  the  quick  Progrefs  the  Fire 
made,  to  take  out  any  Provifions,  or  fave 
any  Thing  from  their  Ship,  excepting  a  few 
Sea  Cloaths  (of  little  or  no  Value)  then  on 
their  Backs. 

That  about  four  Hours  after  they  had 
been  fo  taken  on  board  by  the  faid  George 
JSficholfon ,  there  accidentally  came  up  to 
them,  the  Endeavour  Brigantine,  from  Clo- 
velly,  William  Cook,  Mafter,  and  took  them 
all  on  board  his  faid  Veflel,  who  carried 
them  into  the  Road  of  Clovelly ;  from 
whence  they  were  by  a  Fifhing  Boat  of  that 
Place,  brought  in  over  the  Bar  at  Barnjla- 
ple,  and  landed  fafe  within  that  Port. 

,  <  /  ' 

On  Wednefday  laft,  about  Two  o’Clock 
in  the  Afternoon,  of  all  which  the  faid 
Mafter,  Mates,  and  Boatfwain,  have  made 
this  their  Proteft  j  and  they  do  hereby  fo- 
lemnly  on  Oath  proteft  and  declare,-  that 

the  faid  Ship  Nightingale's  fo  taking  Fire, 
v  was 
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was  purely  accidental  and  cafuai,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  entirely  from  fome  unforefeen  Ac¬ 
cident  or  Caufe,  which  was  not  in  their 
Power  to  hinder  or  prevent  j  and  not  from 
any  Careleffnefs,  wilful  Negleft,  or  Mifma- 
nagement,  to  their  or  either  of  their  Know¬ 
ledge  or  Belief.  And  that  the  Lofs  of  their 
Ship  and  Cargo,  and  every  Thing  on  board, 
was  a  total  and  unavoidable  Lofs  by  Acci¬ 
dent  of  Fire. 

•  « 

In  Teftimony  of  the  Truth  whereof,  the 
faid  Matter,  Mates,  and  Boatfwain,  did 
thereunto  feverally  fet  their  Hands,  the  Day 

and  Year  firft  above  written. 

f  % 

Memorandum.  That  Francis  Shaxton ,  a- 
*  mother  of  the  Mariners  belonging  to  the 
faid  Brigantine  Nightingale ,  came  afterwards 
alfo  before  me  the  faid  Notary,  and  volun¬ 
tarily  made  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above 

Proteft. 

Dated  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  my 
Office  at  Biddeford  aforefaid,  this  fecond 
Day  of  September ,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty- 

Nar.  Hatherly ,  Publick  Notary. 


two. 
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7<?  Captain  John  Lancey  in  the 
Marfhalfea  Prijon, 


■  Dear  Captain , 

¥  Hope  thefe  Lines  will  find  you  well 

x  with  your  Friend,  as  I  thank  God  I  am 

at  this  Time ;  but  under  Trouble  and  Vex- 

tion>  fearing  we  fhan’t  get  Bail  to  their 
liking.  ’ 

I  was  fent  for  in  the  Lodge  Yeflerday  by 
the  Ordinary  of  Newgate  again,  he  was  de¬ 
fined  by  Brown  to  come,  I  can’t  think  what 
they  would -have  of  me.  I  have  declared 
what  I  knew  of  the  Affair  before  I  came  to 
Newgate,  and  I  can  fay  no  more  if  they 
kill  me  out  of  the  Way.  He  faith  that 
there, were  Goods  fbund  on  Lundy-,  fo  there 
might  for  ought  I  know,  but  none  I  will 
fwear  that  ever  came  out  of  the  Nightin¬ 
gale.  There  might,  for  ought  I  know,  be 
Goods  found,  what  is  that  to  me!  If  the 
Ordinary  was  to  come  again,  he  fhould 
■v-ome  to  me  next  Time.  I  fuppofe  they 
want  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Bail,  if  they  can, 

for 
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for  I  can’t  think  the  Reafon  they  {hould  be 
upon  me  fo ;  I  wonder  they  don’t  come  to 

you  as  well  as  me. 

Captain,  I  received  yours  with  mine  in- 
clofed,  you  write  me  Word  that  our  Friend 
is  getting  the  Bail  Bonds  filled  up  by  a 
Gentleman  in  the  Country,  I  thought  they 
{hould  have  been  prefent,  and  I  believe  they 
moft,  or  elfe  we  fhan  t  be  bail  d. 

Dear  Captain,  I  mu  ft  defire  you  or  Mr. 
Powe,  to  fend  me  a  little  Money,  for  mine 
is  gone,  and  Darby  Fair  is  next  Vue/dey,  fo 
that  then  there  is  always  a  Shilling  a- piece 
fpent  5  fo  I  beg  you  will  not  fail. 

Mr.  Billet!)  gave  me  Directions  to  fend  to 
him,  I  have  fent,  but  I  believe  the  Letter 
never  went :  And  if  I  {hould  fend  a  Mef- 
fenger,  I  fear  I  (hould  not  find  him  at 

home. 

I  believe  I  have  fatisfied  the  Ordinary,  fo 

that  he  will  trouble  himfelf  no  more  a- 

tut  the  Affair,  for,  if  he  does,  I  can’t 

refolve  him ;  fo  that  he  may  as  well  keep 

from  me  as  to  come.  He  tells  me  our 

jj  Friend 


w ' In  IZ  wo"h  a  °roat’  b“‘ 1  wifl>  i 

Dear  Sir  I  mult  defire  you  not  to  fail 

^d,„g  by  the  Bearer,  and  write  me  Word 

1“  r:™  t of  our  wn»  baii,d>  ^ 


1  am. 


Newgate ,  Friday 
Night  Six  o’Clock. 


Tour  Jincere  Friend 

John  Sinnet. 


Pleafe  to  fend  what  you  can. 

.  1  ,have  look’d  hard  to  Day  for  a  Letter 
out  nave  none,  I  can't  think  the  Reafon  ! 

iviy  heart  is  ready  to  break  to  think  we 
fta  not  be  bail'd  ,  but  I  hope  to  God  we 
Aiall ;  I  hear  that  Dr.  Pml  fpoke  much  f„ 
us  in  Court. 


I  beg  you  will  write  me  Word  what  you 
hear  from  home,  and  how  it  is. 


Remember  me  to  Mr.  Lloyd. 


[  ] 


To  Mr.  John  Lancey  in  the 
Marlhalfea  Prifon. 


\ 


SIR, 


July  g,  1753. 


IWas  this  Day  fent  for  in  the  Lodge  by 
the  Ordinary  of  Newgate ,  concerning 
our  Affair,  but  I  could  give  him  no  Satis- 
fadion  of  Things  I  knew  nothing  of.  He 
tells  me  it  is  over  with  Mr.  Benfon ,  fo  how 
it  is  I  can’t  tell :  He  was  defired  by  Brown, 
the  Attorney,  to  come  to  him  ;  but  he  was 
to  blame  he  had  not  come  himfelf,  and 
then  he  might  have  given  him  his  Anfwer. 
He  afk’d  me  whether  I  was  willing  to  be 
admitted  to  bail  ?  I  faid  I  was ;  but  he 
faid,  Suppofe  they  require  Bail  we  can’t 
get  ?  for  Mr.  Benjon' s  Bail,  he  faid,  would 
not  do.  I  thought  the  Ordinary  of  New¬ 
gate,  had  been  a  more  honed  Gentleman, 
than  to  concern  himfelf  in  fuch  an  Af¬ 
fair;  but  I  fuppofe  they  thought  if  I  had 
known  any  Thing  of  it,  that  he  was  a 
Man  to  frighten  me;  but  I  thank  God, 
him,  nor  a  greater  Gentleman,  I  am  not 

afraid  of;  for  I  will,  and  have  fpoke  the 

H  2  Truth, 


f  52  ] 

Truth,  and  what  would  they  have  of  me. 

The  Ordinary  fays.  Where  will  I  get 

Bail  ?  I  faid  to  him,  I  believe  to  bail  one 

would  bad  all  s  fo  I  believe  that  I  {hall  not 

be  bail’d:  But  I  hope  God  will  raife  a 

Friend  for  me.  I  ftiould  be  glad  if  you 

would  write  a  Line  or  two  when  you  re¬ 
ceive  this. 

I  fent  Mr.  Bellew  a  Letter  three  Days 
ago,  but  I  have  receiv’d  no  Anfwer :  [ 
fhould  be  glad  when  you  fee  him,  to  tell 
him  I  want  to  fpeak  with  him ;  for  I  lhall 
want  Cafh  in  a  Ihort  Time  ;  I  have  but 

One  Shilling  in  the  World,  but  I  hope  our 
Time  is  not  long. 

I  amy 

/ 

Tour  true  Friend , 

John  Sinnet. 

Excufe  Hafte.  The  Lady’s  Name  is  Poll 
Cogdall . 


To 
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To  the  Worjhipful  Sir  Thomas  Sa¬ 
lisbury,  Knt.  and  the  other  Judges 
of  his  Majejly  s  High  Court  of 

The  Petition  of  John  Lancey ,  Matter  of 
the  Ship,  late  the  Nightingale  ^  Thomas 
Powe ,  Merchant,  in  Apple  dor  e ;  John 
Lloyd ,  Mate  of  the  faid  Ship ;  and 
John  Sinnet ,  Mariner,  belonging  to 
the  fame. 

THAT  your  Petitioners  have,  upon  the 
Oath  of  one  Bather ,  who  has  own’d 
himfelf  perjur’d  in  the  Cafe  of  the  faid  Ship, 
fuffer’d  a  long  and  fevere  Imprifonment,  to 
the  almoft  utter  Ruin  of  themfelves  and 
their  numerous  Families,  who  depend  fole- 
ly  upon  the  Labour  of  your  Petitioners  for 
their  daily  Bread. 

That  your  Petitioners  have  apply’d,  but 
without  Succefs,  to  this  Court,  in  order  to 
be  bail’d  ;  and  to  the  High  Court  of  Admi¬ 
ralty  in  order  to  have  a  Day  appointed  for 

their 
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their  Trial,  but  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
fucceed  therein. 

t  — 

That  your  Petitioners  have  done  all  they 
can  to  remove  every  Impediment  that  can 
poffibly  lie  in  the  Way  of  their  Profecutors, 
for  their  coming  to  a  Trial ;  but  that  the 
Defign  of  their  Profecutors  by  their  long 
and  fevere  Imprifonment,  is  to  endeavour  to 
make  them  become  Evidences  againft  one 
another,  which  they  cannot  do  without  be- 
ing  guilty  of  the  mod  atrocious  Perjury. 

%  *  '  t 

May  it  therefore  pleafe  your  Worfhips, 
to  extend  the  Juftice  and  Companion  of  this 
Court,  to  your  Petitioners,  and  their  fuffer- 
ing  innocent  Families,  by  admitting  them 
to  a  fpeedy  and  a  fair  Trial,  by  the  Law  of 
their  Country;  and  thereby  delivering  them 
from  an  Imprifonment,  which,  in  many 
Kefpedts,  is  worfe  than  Death  itfelf. 


Oyer 


V  >  ^  '  '  .  ,  .  ■*  J  ^,1 
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Refolutions  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty. 

Oyer  and  Terminer.  Third  Seflion  of  Tri¬ 
nity  Term,  July  3,  1753. 

#  , 

Sir  Tho.  Salijbury , 
Dr.  Sytnpfon , 

Dr.  Collier , 

Dr.  Ducarrell . 

l"iR'  Hay  and  Dr>  SmaMrcok  in  behalf  of 

Lancey,  'Thomas  Powe,  John 
Lloyd,  and  &»«<?/,  mov’d,  That  a  Sef- 
fion  might  be  held,  and  their  Clients  tried 
for  the  Caufes  with  which  they  are  charg¬ 
ed,  or  that  they  may  be  bailed  or  dif- 
charged . 

The  Commiffioners  having  heard  Coun¬ 
cil,  directed  that  John  Lancey ,  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  bail  in  One  Thoufand  Pound, 
and  two  Sureties  in  Five  Hundred  Pounds 
each:  That  John  Lloyd  be  admitted  to  bail 
in  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  with  two  Sure¬ 
ties  in  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds 
each ;  and  that  Thomas  Powe  be  admitted 


to 
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to  bail  in  One  Thoufand  Pounds,  and  two 
Sureties  in  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds 
each;  and  that  Notice  be  given  of  the 
Surety  to  the  Profecutors  Attorney,  and  that 
the  Bail  be  reported. 


Adjourn’d  to  the  ioth  of  July 


finis. 
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